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Rev. Pritchett

L.H.D. Recipient

Dr. Bowman

Dr. Trippet

THE COLLEGE'S 170 graduates were
told they have three options in their
world: To ignore it and drop out; re
pudiate it and revolt, or they may ap
ply an "unrelenting, rational individual
effort" in making the necessary
changes in society.
The June 1 commencement speaker,
Dr. Byron K. Trippet, said the latter
alternative is neither spectacular nor
heroic, but "it is the alternative by
which wise and civilized people of
character and courage have tried to
live over and over in the past."
Dr. Trippet, president of the Inde
pendent College Funds of America,
Inc. said the third option "attaches
importance to individual responsibility,
no less to individual freedom, and it
believes that both must be directed to
the common good."
It is in the kind of liberal arts edu
cation the graduates have had, he
said, that "you will find the sources
of continuing strength in the alterna
tive for unrelenting rational effort."
How well the class of 1969 uses its
education, Dr. Trippet noted, "depends

on choices you will make, and despite
all of the multiple pressures that so
ciety will inevitably place on you, never
forget that you are still free to choose
what your Iife is to be like. Bridge
water College, among other influences
in your life, will be judged by the
qualities of your choices."
In the morning, the seniors heard
the Rev. Dr. S. Loren Bowman, bac
calaureate speaker, urge them to "join
those who stand up for persons as
the first priority amid the multitude
of values in our common life." He
called on them to "give top attention
to the creation of persons" in the years
ahead.
"Your success in making the priority
stick in these endeavors of our com
mon life may determine in large meas
ure whether the human values in
terpreted by our Christian faith and
our liberal arts tradition can survive
in the modern world."
The general secretary of the Church
of the Brethren General Board, Elgin,
Ill., received an honorary Doctor of
Humane Letters degree at the after-

noon graduation exercises, recognizing
his contributions over 35 years in the
pastoral ministry, in Christian higher
education, and currently as chief ex
ecutive of his denomination.
Of the 170 graduates, the college's
largest graduating class to date, 20
received bachelor of science degrees
and 150 the bachelor of arts degree.
Twenty-two graduates, nine of which
received assistantships or fellowships,
plan to attend graduate and profes
sional schools.
The Rev. Reuel B. Pritchett of
vVhite Pine, Tenn., was honored as the
1969 distinguished alumnus of the col
lege during the previous day's alumni
activities. The bearded Rev. Pritchett,
preacher-farmer, collector, and museum
builder, is a 1911 graduate of Dale
ville College, consolidated with Bridge
water in 1923.
Now retired from the ministry, Mr.
Pritchett, 85, continues in his hobby of
collecting old and rare relics and books,
an outgrowth of which is the museum
in his name on the Bridgewater Col
lege campus. It has been called "one

Commencement: r-Making the rational effort'

•

r-. \

y

I' I

of the finest 'undiscovered' small mu
seums in the state."
College president emeritus Dr. War
ren D. Bowman, Sr. called Rev.
Pritchett an "unusual personality," in
making the award. "When he is pres
ent you know it," said Dr. Bowman,
'· for he is frequently the center of con
versation, having something of interest
to acid, and flavoring the conversation
with his sparkling sense of humor."
He was honored in April by the
Tennessee legislature which made him
honorary sergeant of arms for one clay
and chaplain the next clay. He was
Tennessee Rural Minister of the Year
in 1956. Elected to the ministry in
1908 at the Knob Creek Church of the
Brethren near Johnson City, Tenn., he
once advised a would-be parson of the
ministry: "You won't make any money.
You might possibly balance accounts.
You will, though, be thrown in good
society."
Friday evening of graduation week
end the seniors heard neurosurgeon
Dr. Carl W. Irwin '39 BA of Bangor,
Maine, speak at the senior-alumni ban
quet on putting an extra dimension in
life-doing something unrelated to
your job, that's not expected of you,
that you enjoy doing.

Transcript Policy
A revised policy has been announced
on the release of college transcripts by
the Registrar's Office. The first copy
of a transcript is free, while additional
requested copies are one dollar each.
Only written requests for transcripts
will be accepted, and payment must
accompany the request.

New chair prices
A price increase in the Bridgewater
chairs was effective June 1. The
northern hardwood chairs, attractive
for home or office use, may be ordered
through the Alumni Affairs Office:
Captain's chair with black arms, $37;
Captain's chair with cherry arms,
$37.75; Side chair, $23.50, and Boston
rocker, $30.
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COLLEGE AND UNIVERSITY professors across the country have received
scenes of the Bridgewater campus. The distribution was made when the college
division of Scott, Foresman and Co., a textbook firm, used the photos on the
covers of its 1969 college textbook catalog. The company said that about
259,0CX) copies were printed. In using the photos, the company honored Ben
Hoge, a 1951 alumnus of B.C., and Scott-Foresman representative in Virginia
and West Virginia. The division annually chooses the alma mater of one of its
representatives to feature on their catalog. C allege trustee and 1928 graduate
Dr. Walter S. Flory, Jr. of Winston-Salem, N.C., received the highest award
conferred by the Virginia Academy of Science on its members-the Ivey F.
Lewis Distinguished S{'rvice Award. Given for significant contributions to
the work of the Academy, the award was also given to another alumnus in
1966, Dr. Boyd Harshbarger of Virginia Polytechnic Institute. Dr. Flory, a
botanist, is a professor at Wake Forest University. Dr. William L. Mengebier,

professor of biology, was honored in April for "especially meritorius teaching",
one of the highest awards of the Association of Southeastern Biologists.
Department chairman at Madison College for 14 years before coming to
Bridgewater last fall, he was nominated for the award by faculty colleagues
and former students of Madison. Later this spring he was named a fellow in
the American Physiological Society. The C allege received a $7,500 unrestricted
grant in April from Texaco Oil Company. The grant is for $1,500 each year
for the next five years. Dr. Dale V. Ulrich, dean of the college (right in first
photo below), accepted the first year's check from L. J. Marroni, Texaco dis
trict sales manager at Roanoke. \Vhen the campus became Camelot for May

Day, the traditional tricycle race was billed as a jousting tournament, but only
the spectators with water-filled balloons knew the good guys from the bad guys
-the riders all wore white helmets. Below right, Larry E. McCann, Spring
field, Va., plugs on despite losing his handle bars, eh, halter. Another photo
of the race was sent by the Associated Press to newspapers in Virginia, Mary
land, and the Carolinas.
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THE BRIDGEWATER EAGLES had sweet revenge for an
earlier dual meet loss to Roanoke College by defeating them
in the mile relay and winning the State College title. B.C.
had a string of 30 undefeated dual meets going back to
1964, when the Maroons edged them 70-66 in April by
winning the mile relay.
At that time, the B.C. 440 relay team of Chuck Sellers,
Bob Runninger, Ken Richards, and Terry Westhafer ran
42:6 to edge Roanoke by two yards. The Eagles set the
conference record in 1968 with a 42.5 timing. Westhafer
also won the 100 and 220.
Jim Wampler tied his M-D mark and the school record
while winning the 440 intermediates. Charlie Fairchilds
also broke a school record while running a 1 :56.4 880.
Returning in May to the Roanoke campus, a 3-4-5
placing in the shot by Joe Dudash, Hal Hedley and Larry
Carter gave the Eagles a good start. Ken Richards, high
point man for B.C. with 12¼, took second in the broad
jump and won the 220.
The 440 relay team again was victorious and led the
way for Bridgewater to win 7 out of 10 running events.
Chuck Sellers took the 100 in 10.3, while Westhafer ran a
50.2 440 into a strong head wind. Wampler and Fair
childs took their specialties, the 440 intermediates and the
880, respectively, and broke state records in doing it.
"Turkey" ran a 55.6 while the half-miler ran 1 :55.7.
Brian Kennedy and Dana Law's efforts in the two
mile gave B.C. a chance to win the meet if they placed
second in the mile relay, but the Eagles weren't going to
be satisfied with being number two. Trailing by 8 yards
going into the third leg, Richards made up a deficit while
running a 49.9 leg, and Westhafer held it for the win. This
was the third straight state title for the Bridgewater track
team.

Committees view
trust arrangements

How CAN A TRUST arrangement be of assistance
in your estate planning?
The trust arrangement which incorporates a gift
to Bridgewater College makes it possible to make a
sizable charitable contribution while at the same time
a larger percentage of the estate is preserved for one's
beneficiaries. The trust arrangement was the subject
for meetings of deferred gifts committees held this
spnng.
Assisting the development staff with the meet
ings was alumnus Roy Hildebrand, trust officer for
the First National Bank of Harrisonburg, Va. Meet
ings were held in Baltimore, Westminster, Staunton
and Hagerstown under the auspices of the Trustee
Committee on Deferred Giving, which this past year
has been chaired by Dr. Robert McKinney, of West
minster, Md.
Should you desire more information on the crea
tion of trusts, please contact the development depart
ment at Bridgewater College. They welcome the op
portunity to consult with you.

state tracli. title
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B. C.'s Larry Humphreys, Buena Vista, Va., sophomore, and Charles
Sellers, Harrisonburg, Va., sophomore, strain to break the tape at the
100-yard dash during a meet against Hampden-Sydney. Terry Westhafer,
Staunton, Va., senior, won the event, while Sellers was second and
Humphreys came in third.
(Harrisonburg, Va., News-Record Photol

BASEBALL. In other college athletics, the Eagle
baseball team finished their season 5-17. This year's ex
perimentation with complete schedules composed of double
headers brought no real answer to the problem of heavy
spring schedules.
Wayne Carpenter and Jesse Lynch, both senior co
captains, will be missed next year but the rest of the squad
will be returning and should be seasoned veterans. Ray
Wiltbank will be the only starting pitcher returning but
will have help from the big sticks of Butch Wells and
Steve Gioielli.
TENNIS. Men's tennis fought rain and injuries this
year to compile a 3-6 record. Tom Murray and senior
Dennis Sanger were standouts for the squad.
GOLF. Bridgewater's golf team had a discouraging
season this year, tying only one meet. The all sophomore
team shot very well late in the season and several of their
matches were decided on the last green. Dick Ruddle and
Ron Mills will be representing Bridgewater in the NCAA
Championships in July at the University of New Mexico.
WOMEN'S TENNIS. The women's team closed
their season with a 6-2 record. Led by senior Carol Bucher,
the girls beat Longwood, Old Dominion, Westhampton, and
VCU, and downed Madison 5-2 to revenge an earlier loss
this season. Mid Atlantic Collegiate Championships were
held at Mary Baldwin College with four girls from Bridge
water participating.
LACROSSE. The team won 2 of 3 games in the
Virginia Women's Lacrosse Association Tournament, and
five of the girls were chosen to play on the state team
which competed in the National Tournament at Goucher
College. The Eaglettes chalked up a 5-5 mark for the year.
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Human Assets

Student tax assistance teaches a bit about life

Accounting students of Bridgewater
Callege assist low-income taxpayers in
nearby Harrisonburg, Va., with their
farms. The charge: 50 cents an hour.
-TAX REPORT, The Wall
Street Journal,
JANUARY 15, 1969
AN OUT-OF-THE-CLASSROOM project
by a dozen B.C. accounting students
taught them little more about account
ing but a lot "as far as life is con
cerned." With that accomplished, the
small project was a success.
The comment came from one of the
students who for the first three and a
half months of this year assisted low
income persons each Thursday night
in the preparation of their Federal in
come tax forms.
The project was conceived by Robert
L. Hueston, a Harrisonburg certified
public accountant and a part-time busi
ness professor, and was undertaken by
12 students of a Federal tax account
ing course. Part-time professor Donald
E. Phibbs, CPA, was also involved.
The project was intended to relate
education to a community and social
need. In this, in a: small way, it sue-

On the move?

If you're planning to change
your address soon, if you're being
addressed incorrectly, or if you're
receiving duplicate copies of Part
ners, please clip the mailing label
from this issue and send to the
Alumni Affairs Office, indicating
the correction. Many thanks.

ceeded. Some 15 "clients" were helped
before April 15 with their Form 104Ds
and 1040As. Most of the students had
never talked to anyone in a low eco
nomic bracket before. In a particularly
desperate situation, one coed nearly of
fered to pay the tax herself of a needy
family.
The project served as a prototype
for a second project, though there

may not be sufficient senior tax stu
dents for another project next year.
Still, the front page mention in The
Wall Street Journal stirred some in
terest beyond the campus too : A
Trenton, N. J., college inquired about
imitating the project, and the Navy
Area Audit Office at Norfolk, Va.,
expressed interest in hiring Bridge
water accounting graduates.
All round, the project proved to be a
valuable experience in making educa
tion a bit more pertinent to human
need.

Treasurer for 26 years elected as trustee

ALWAYS A TREASURER, but never a
trustee, might have described Harry
A. Driver's position on the college
board of trustees. After 26 years as
board treasurer, not actually a trustee
post, one might have figured Mr.
Driver "married" to the position.

But not so. During the April meet
ing of the board, Mr. Driver was
elected as a trustee for a five-year
term. Under new by-laws, the college
treasurer, Lowe]] A. Miller, also be
came the board's treasurer. Now re
tired, Mr. Driver is part owner of
Driver farms at Weyers Cave, Va.,
which he formerly managed, and is a
member of the advisory board of
Rockingham National Bank.
In its spring meeting, the board
also elected Charles F. Kurtz of Staun
ton to a new five-year term. Mr.
Kurtz, principal of the Robert E. Lee
High School, was first named to the
board in 1964.
Acting on the nomination by the
college alumni of Harold H. Hersch
of Manassas, Va., as a trustee, the

board seated Mr. Hersch for a five
year term. Mr. Hersch, an attorney,
has this academic year been serving
as the college's alumni association
president.
In other actions, the board gave ap
proval to a tentative 1%9-70 operating
budget of $2,274,800; will study the
compiling and publishing of a defini
tive history of the first century of
the college in advance of the 100th an
niversary in 1980, and approved an
expanded program of sabbatical leaves
which will include associate professors
along with full professors.
In its reorganization, the board
elected R. Douglas Nininger of Salem
as chairman of the board, a post he
has held since 1960 under the former
title of president; Robert D. Royer
of Richmond, Va., as first vice chair
man; Dr. Paul W. Fetcher of Chatom,
Ala., second vice chairman; Dr. John
W. Boitnott, secretary; Dr. Dale V.
Ulrich, assistant secretary; and Lowell
A. Miller, treasurer. Dr. Boitnott is
dean emeritus of the college; Dr.
Ulrich is dean.

